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Pato Mena illustrated this book with manual and digital techniques.

For the children of Buin.

I would like to thank Raquel and Eduardo, for trusting 
in this story and for putting so much love and 

professionalism into it.

Also Karina Cocq, for her valuable support and advice.

And especially Iolanda Marrasé, for walking by my side 
in this book. It would not be the work that it is without 

her encouragement and wise observations.

P.M



     —Good morning, Tina! —says the newsagent—.
Why are you in such a hurry?

—Because I have a crocodile 
in my pocket —Tina replies 

without stopping.

—A crocodile?
Wow! Will you show it to me?

Tina then stops dead in her tracks
and answers her: 

    —This animal’s bite has
the force of eighteen
hundred kilograms! 
You want me to take it
out here, in the middle
of the street,
with all these children
and grandmothers?

And Tina turns and
goes on her way.



A little further on she is greeted
by the fruit vendor: 
—Hi, Tina! Why the rush?

—I have a crocodile in my 
pocket.

—Oh, take him far away... 
I don’t want him to eat my apples! 

Then Tina stops and answers him:
     
—You should know that
crocodiles are carnivores,
so before you worry
about your fruit, 

you should
worry
about yourself!

And Tina turns and
goes on her way.



A little further on, some friends say to her:

—Tina! Come and play, we need one more person!
—I can’t now,

 because I have a crocodile in my pocket!



—Woooow, a crocodile! —they all say, forgetting about the ball—.

We want to see it! Can you show it to us? 
—OK. But just the tail.



—Wow! —they all say almost at the same time—. 

How pretty!



Without further delay, Tina goes on her way.



And as she goes around the corner...  
She sees her friend Bastian, waiting for her.

—Do you have your flamingo? —Tina asks.

—It’s ready to go in my backpack.
What about your crocodile?

—It’s in my pocket.
Do you fancy going to the park?
I think our animals would like to stretch
their legs before the trip.

—OK. Let’s go!





Tina has a big, ferocious reptile in her pocket.
She also has a good friend, and together they have worked out a secret plan

that only requires one thing they both have plenty of:
 imagination. 
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